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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 

As was mentioned in the July newsletter, Article II: The Fullness of Time, of the Catechism, it says, “The 

drama of prayer is fully revealed to us in the Word who became flesh and who dwells among us” (CCC 

2598).  This drama was evident in the readings this weekend (Oct. 20) where, in the first reading, Joshua’s 

army had the better of the battle with Amalek but only when Moses’ arms were lifted (in prayerful 

supplication).  When his arms dropped because of fatigue, Amalek had the better of the battle.  Likewise, in 

Jesus’s parable of the nagging widow getting the judge to rule in her favor, this “nagging” represents 

unceasing prayer.  Deacon Monty said in his homily that God actually wants us to bug him to this extent.  In 

the second reading, St. Paul tells us that to both know the scripture and to be willing to proclaim the 

message of scripture (whether convenient or not) is at the heart of our vocations as Christians.   

 

It is difficult, if not impossible to pray without scripture; scripture inspired by the Holy Spirit, the same 

Holy Spirit that searches our hearts in prayer because our words fall so short of both our needs and our 

wants.  So much of what we know about Jesus comes from scripture.  In fact, scripture provides us with a 

model of prayer in that it tells us (shows us in that ever-present drama of salvation history) how Jesus 

prayed.  Luke’s gospel “…emphasizes the action of the Holy Spirit and the meaning of prayer in Christ’s 

ministry.  Jesus prays before the decisive moments of his mission…” (CCC2600).  The Catechism goes on 

to illustrate those “dramatic” moments: prior to Jesus’ baptism and Transfiguration, prior to selecting the 

apostles, prior to Peter’s confession of faith, and prior to his passion.  Our prayer should precede decisive 

moments of our lives.  Prayer is often at the heart of defining moments of our lives.  The catechism goes on 

to say that Jesus’ prayer before these events (the events of the drama of salvation) is nothing less than his 

humble and trusting commitment of his human will to the loving will of the Father.   

 

So how does this all apply to us?  Like the widow in the gospel nagging the judge for a favorable judgement 

or like Moses holding his hands up high in supplication for Joshua’s military victory, we too must pray for 

the things we need and want BUT we must always pray with a desire to have our wills mesh with the will of 

the Father.  If our petitions match His will, they will be granted, if they do not, He will provide us with the 

strength, wisdom, peace, joy, and charity that is needed to accept His will and carry it out in our lives to the 

best of our ability.   

 

And so we adhere to a common theme in our ministry of praise and that is to follow Paul’s exhortation 

when he was writing to the church in Thessalonica; Pray always!!  (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

 

Blessings,   

MartyShudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 
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Prayer Intentions 

Parish: 

For those who are discerning making the trip to Maicao, Colombia as part of the Sister Parish mission 

team next February that God will lead and provide for each one. 

For all of our priests during this month of appreciation and for the success of the priest appreciation 

dinner Nov. 7.   

For Fr. Glen Wilwerding as he recovers from recent health issues.   

For the individuals who are on our parish prayer lines 

For those who have been away from the Church, through our prayers and support, may they find their 

way back home. 

For the repose of the souls of those who have died in our parish this year; for the poor souls in purgatory 

as we approach All Souls Day Nov. 2.   

For the success of our annual parish dinner in November.  

 

 

Diocese, Nation, World: 

For the safety of our military men and women. 

For the ceasefire in Turkey and Syria 

For the rights of the unborn, especially as the Supreme Court hears the Louisiana abortion case 

For the courage of various states’ efforts to pass heartbeat bills and for the end of all abortion 

For the conversion of those involved in the abortion industry 

For the end to violence toward Christians in the Middle East 

For those fighting for democracy and human rights in Hong Kong 

For the victims of assault, abuse, and trafficking, may they experience freedom from abuse and healing 

and may the victimizers experience a change of heart.   

 

 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

A Missionary "Spring" in the Church 
That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender a new missionary "spring" in the Church. 

 

Dialogue and Reconciliation in the Near East 
That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and reconciliation emerge in the Near East, where 

diverse religious communities share their lives together. 
 

May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the 

Ministers of Prayer and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we 

implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 


